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Sec. 502. Secrecy required of officials—penalty for violation.

(a). Except in accordance with proper judicial order, or

as otherwise provided by law, it shall be unlawful for the

Commissioner of Revenue, any deputy, agent, clerk, other

officer, employee, or former off.cer or employee, to divulge

and make known in any manner the amount of income, in-

come tax, or other taxes, or any particulars set forth or dis-

closed in any report or return required under this act.

(b). Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit

the publication of statistics, so classified as to prevent the

identification of particular reports or returns, and the items

thereof; the inspection of such reports or returns by the

Governor, Attorney General, or their duly authorized repre-

sentative; or the inspection by a legal representative of the

State of the report or return of any taxpayer who shall

bring an action to set aside or review the tax based thereon,

or against whom an action or proceeding has been instituted

to recover any tax or penalty imposed by this act.

(c). Reports and returns shall be preserved for three

years, and thereafter until the Commissioner of Revenue

shall order the same to be destroyed.

(d). Any person, officer, agent, clerk, employee or former

officer or employee violating the provisions of this section

shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and fined not less than two

hundred dollars ($200.00) nor more than one thousand dol-

lars ($1,000.00), and/or imprisoned, in the discretion of the

court; and if such offending person be an officer or employee

of the State, he shall be dismissed from such office or em-

ployment, and shall not hold any public office or employment

in this State for a period of five years thereafter.

(e) . Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, the

Commissioner of Revenue may permit the Commissioner of

Internal Revenue of the United States, or the revenue officer

of any state imposing any of the taxes imposed in this act,

or the duly authorized representatives of either, to inspect

the report or return of any taxpayer; or may furnish such

officer or his authorized agent an abstract of the report or

return of any taxpayer; or supply such officer with infor-

mation concerning any item contained in any report or re-


